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8th Annual Parade of Partners Recognizes 
Generosity of Donors And Volunteers

Parade of Partners

Parade of Partners

Parade of Partners

8th Annual Parade listings begin on page 4 »

Guide Dogs of America, A History

Newly Published 
Guide Dogs of 
America, A History 
Now Available

GDA History Book continued on back cover »

Mission Statement
Guide Dogs of America is dedicated to its mission to provide guide dogs and instruction in their use, 

free of charge, to blind and visually impaired men and women from the United States and Canada so that 
they may continue to pursue their goals with increased mobility and independence.
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3rdAnnual Holiday Card Contest
This Year’s Holiday Memories; Next Year’s GDA 
Holiday Card

Submission Guidelines:

In Memory
With great sadness, we note the passing of the following guide 
dogs and honor them for their dedication to ensuring the safety 
and independence of their partners:

Panache
Richter
Walt

Violet
Yani

2012 Raffl es
2012 Quilt Raffl e

FALL 2012  Order Form
Questions? Call (818) 833-6429.- Mail this entire form with your payment. 

Raffl e Tickets — $2 per ticket or $10 for 6 - includes shipping & handling

 Quilt Raffl e $

Holiday Cards — $18 per pack (15 cards) - includes shipping & handling

 2012 Holiday Cards $

TOTAL ENCLOSED    $

Name     

Address

City     State ZIP 

Phone

Credit Card (check one)   Visa     MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card Number:  Expiration Date:  ___/___

Signature: CVC:  _________

Check (make your check payable to Guide Dogs of America)

Mail to: Guide Dogs of America   ATTN: Fall Merchandise Order Form, 13445 
Glenoaks Blvd., Sylmar, CA 91342   Or use the enclosed envelope.

required for credit card purchase

GDA 2012 Holiday Cards

“Holiday Greetings”
“May Your Holidays Be 

Merry & Bright”

New Employees
Lisa Peterson Haley Luciani
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On behalf of the IT department of 
Guide Dogs of America, we would like 
to take this moment and thank you for helping to make Guide Dogs of 
America the wonderful place that it is today. We could not provide the 
much-needed service that allows the blind to become active, functional 
members of society without your help.

— Manuel Tucker
Information Technology/Digital Communications Engineer

There can never be enough praise for the 
volunteers and puppy raisers we are so 
fortunate to have at Guide Dogs of America. 
Their generosity, love and devotion are 
infectious and are what help keep our 
school providing the very best guide dogs. 

— Robin Hartford
Public Relations

To the puppy raisers, breeder families, sponsors, donors, volunteers and everyone 
who donates their time and efforts to GDA, I would like to say thank you and express 
my sincere appreciation for everything that you do. It never ceases to amaze me the 
amount of dedication you put forth to such a worthy cause. Without your help, we 
would not be able to provide the services that we do.

— Tiffany McKillop
Veterinary Assistant

With our fi nal goal of 
creating a dependable 
confi dant guide dog, there are many ingredients that go into that 
mix early in life. These positive experiences and exposures for the 
dogs are so important and necessary for their early development, 
and these experiences all lead to better success. The only way that 
our young guide prospects can gain these positive experiences is 
with the help and cooperation of all of our puppy raisers and area 
leaders. For this endeavor, there are never thanks enough.

— Bryan Young
Licensed Trainer

The generosity of our donors, 
sponsors, puppy raisers, and 
countless other volunteers is truly astounding. 
The amount of time, money and effort they put 
into this organization is truly a testament to their 
character. This organization would not be what it 
is today without their unwavering dedication.

— Kristy Olson
Registered Vet Tech/Director of Animal Health

GDA Staff Extends Its Thanks To Volunteers And Breeders 

We love all of our volunteer families; 
they are good friends and some are 
even like family. Volunteers, staff 
and donors all have a place in their 
hearts for the dogs. It makes it extra 
rewarding that we can help someone 
every day.

— Meri Forman
Breeding Department Manager

I would like to send a special thank you to all of our 
wonderful puppy raisers. Your countless hours of 
volunteering to help not only with your puppy, but 
helping to spread the word about GDA. You are the best!

— Louise Henderson
Puppy Program Manager

It amazes me to see the generosity of so many who are 
willing to help others they don’t know, simply because 
they would hope someone would help them if the 
situation were reversed.

— Rhonda Bissell
Executive Administrative Assistant

Gifts come to GDA in so many ways. Puppy raisers and breeder families work 
tirelessly to get puppies ready for guide dog training; while sponsors and donors 
of all ages make donations that ultimately fund our programs.  Thank you to all 
who make GDA so very successful! — Sue Chiles

Administration/Accounting DepartmentI have an attitude of gratitude. Without 
our donors, sponsors, puppy raisers and 
breeder families, GDA could not achieve 
its goals. And, without GDA, I could 
not have my dream job, working with 
amazing people who help others pursue 
their dreams. In addition, I also work 
with some amazing dogs.

— Yvette R. Sheehan
Canine Development Assistant

Many times people thank us (trainers) for doing 
such an amazing job providing such a gift to 
those who have lost their sight. I simply tell them, 
“thank you,” but stress that we at GDA could 
not accomplish our mission without the selfl ess 
dedication of puppy raisers and donors who 
enable us to do what we do every day. 

— Dave Ponce
Licensed Trainer

Thank you to all of the 
donors, sponsors, raisers 
and breeder families for 
your hard work and helping 
GDA continue to put out 
working guide dog teams.

— Sean Chiles
Licensed Trainer
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Breeding Dog 
Families

Puppy Raisers 

8th Annual Parade continued from page 1

Please note: The names that appear on this list 
indicate those families with newly designated 
breeding dogs during this past GDA fi scal year 
(July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012).
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Please note: The names that appear on this list 
indicate those individuals who have included 
GDA in their estate plans during this past 
GDA fi scal year (July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012).

Partners in Trust 

Please note: The names that appear on this list 
include only those puppy raisers with whom 
a puppy-in-training was placed in the home 
during this past GDA fi scal year 
(July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012).
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Guide Dog Team Sponsors – $42,000 

Student Sponsor — $21,000

Training Sponsor — $10,000

Puppy Sponsors – $5,000  

Student Accommodation Sponsors - $3,000

Newborn Litter Sponsors - $2,500

Newborn Puppy Sponsors - $1,000

Please note: The names that appear on this list indicate those 
individuals, families and organizations who became Sponsors during 
this past GDA fi scal year (July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012).

*Waiting For Puppy.

GDA Sponsors

Guide Dog Team Sponsor ($42,000) 

Student Sponsor ($21,000) 

Guide Dog Training Sponsor ($10,000) 

Puppy Sponsor ($5,000)

Student Accommodation Sponsor ($3,000) 

Newborn Litter Sponsor ($2,500)

Newborn Puppy Sponsor ($1,000)
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Everyday and Easy Ways to Make a Donation to GDA 
Grocery Store Rewards Cards

Give to GDA as Your Gift to 
Family, Friends and Loved 
Ones this Holiday Season

Online Shopping

CFC Pledge Card

Matching Gifts

Year-Round Giving One Month at a Time
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Congratulations Graduates
Class #374

Graduates (Puppy Raiser in parentheses):
(Lily Lo), (The Mehl 

Family), (Kirsten Halesworth),
(Phil & Cathy Lichtenberger),

(The Behringer Family), (Dick & 
Joan Freiheit), (The Ryan Family),

(The Edwards Family),
Paul & Cyndi Obest)

Instructors:

In Home Graduates: (Susie Shapiro),
(The Wette Family), (The

Guske Family), (Laura Daley)

Instructor:

If You Would Like to 
Lend a Paw...

GDA History book continued from front cover


