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OSVD STUDENTS AND STAFF
NURTURE SERVICE DOGS

By Holly Sjogren
Hope View Elementary Teacher
ransforming lives through
the profound bond between
humans and dogs, Guide Dogs
of America/Tender Loving
Canines (GDA |TLC) has established a
flourishing partnership within Ocean
View School District (OVSD).

It started in 2010, when staff at Hope
View Elementary School initiated a
partnership with GDA|TLC, commencing
with a school assembly to teach students
about service dogs and the role they play in
helping others.

Fast forward to 2017, Hope View
and OVSD elevated the collaboration
by agreeing to host their first GDA|TLC
puppy-in-training on campus. OVSD
employees have successfully nurtured 15
service puppies in training, placing them
in classrooms across the district.

"Being blind is a frightening experience

at times,” said Las Vegas resident Veatrice,
who was paired with seeing eye dog
Harry. “Try to imagine it — opening your
front door and not being able to see the
world outside. Having Harry by my side
makes opening that door not so over-
whelming."

Currently, there are six GDA|TLC
pups at OVSD elementary schools and the
district office. Community members as
well as school staff and students have en-
countered numerous uplifting moments
thanks to the puppies.

“Playing a small role in transforming
someone’s life is the motivating factor for
becoming a puppy raiser for Guide Dogs of
America,” said Lorena Aceves, who works
in human resources for OVSD. “Seeing the
amazing service the pups provide to their
people is truly gratifying.”

Integrated into the district’s Positive
Behavioral Intervention and Supports
(PBIS) program, the puppies actively
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Services Include:

« Comprehensive Eye Exam

- Contact Lens Exam

- Eye Emergencies

« LASIK Consults & Co- Mgmt.
« Medical Eye Exam

- Myopia Management

See Breeze Optometry is focused on high-quality eye care. Our office is dedicated to
making you feel comfortable while also providing cutting- edge technology and a wide
selection of premium eyewear to choose from. We invite you to visit us and look
forward to serving you and your family’s vision care needs.

Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri-9a.m. -6 p.m.

714-964-3811 | www.seebreezeoptometry.com
19746 Beach Blvd., HB, 92648 (in Newland Center)
Visit our Excellent reviews on Google and Yelp.

“| recommend that all my friends to go to this office for all their eye-care needs.
They also have a great selection of glasses! Nothing but the best experience here.”
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engage with classrooms on a weekly

basis. Through these interactions, stu-
dents gain a deeper understanding of the
values of volunteering and giving back to
others.

An annual highlight is the Service
Dog assembly hosted by one of our
elementary schools. Numerous pups in
training, operational service dogs and
leadership representatives from OVSD
and GDA|TLC come together to com-
memorate the program.

This event celebrates the positive
impact the program has on the eventual
recipients of the dogs and on those who
interact with the dogs throughout the
training journey.

GDA|TLC is dedicated to breeding,
raising and training guide dogs for indi-
viduals who are experiencing blindness
or visual impairment, as well as service
dogs for veterans and children with
autism.

"Having a service dog has been so
impactful to our family,” said Chicago
resident Staci, whose child with autism
was matched with dog Keeper. “I have
seen such a positive change to my son's
social emotional function and confidence.
His mental state has also improved, and
all of these wonderful changes have been
seen across all settings of his life. We are
completely blown away and forever grate-
ful to the entire GDA/TLC organization.”

This enduring partnership between
OVSD and GDA|TLC showcases the
power of collaboration to make a positive
impact.
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